
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Specialty Crop Leaders Join Call for Financial Relief Amid Ongoing 
Farm Crisis 
 
WASHINGTON, Jan. 16, 2026 — The Specialty Crop Farm Bill Alliance (SCFBA) this week 
joined agricultural organizations from across the U.S. in calling on Congress for immediate 
financial assistance for America’s farmers and ranchers. Led by the American Farm Bureau 
Federation, the letter highlighted record-high input costs and historically low market prices 
in recent years have caused farmers to face negative margins and nearly $100 billion in 
losses nationwide. 

“These trends aren’t just statistics; they represent an economic crisis in rural America,” the 
group wrote in the letter. 

Specific to specialty crops, the letter noted losses remain deep, stating, “In addition to 
continuing to pursue federal policies to increase long-term domestic demand for U.S 
agricultural commodities, we urge Congress to provide immediate economic support to fill 
in the gap of remaining losses for both field and specialty crop farmers. Additional support 
will stabilize the farm economy, protect rural communities and ensure a secure food 
supply. This support must be robust enough to fill in sector-wide gaps.” 

Specialty crops – including fruits, vegetables, tree nuts, nursery, greenhouse, and 
floriculture products – generate more than $75 billion annually in U.S. agricultural cash 
receipts, account for more than one-third of all U.S. crop sales, and support rural 
economies nationwide. Yet, under the current USDA Farmer Bridge Assistance (FBA) 
program, $11 billion is allocated to row crops while only $1 billion is reserved for specialty 
crops and other commodities, with key details on eligibility, payment formulas, and timing 
still unresolved.  

“Any agricultural aid package should reflect the economic contribution of specialty crops, 
which support rural communities and provide key nutrition,” said the co-chairs of the 
SCFBA. “Allocating one-third of agricultural relief funding to specialty crop producers 
through programs like CFAP-2 or MASC would help close the gap in relief funding and 
ensure the industry receives adequate, proportional support.” 
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The industry-wide letter follows a call from the Congressional Specialty Crop Caucus in 
December urging immediate, equitable and timely economic relief for specialty crop 
producers.  

The SCFBA is co-chaired by Cathy Burns, CEO of the International Fresh Produce 
Association; Mike Joyner, President of the Florida Fruit & Vegetable Association; Dave 
Puglia, President and CEO of Western Growers; and Kam Quarles, CEO of the National 
Potato Council. 

# SCFBA # 

The Specialty Crop Farm Bill Alliance is a national coalition of more than 150 organizations representing 
growers of fruits, vegetables, dried fruit, tree nuts, nursery plants and other products. The Alliance was 
established to enhance the competitiveness of specialty crop agriculture and improve the health of 
Americans by broadening the scope of U.S. agricultural public policy. For more information, 
visit farmbillalliance.com.  
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